
CChristine Feehan is no stranger to the darker side of paranormal 
romance — after all, one of her most popular series is titled, 
simply, the Dark series. So it makes sense that when it came time 
to start her latest series, Shadow, she’d find a way to embrace that 
darkness even more. 

In Shadow Rider, out next month from Jove, Feehan introduces 
readers to the Ferraro family and their little corner of Chicago. The 
are a family of shadow riders, capable of manipulating light and 
dark, of creeping through the shadows unseen, and they use those 
powers to control Little Italy. And while some suspect them of 
criminal mischief, few know the real truth: The Ferraros use their 
powers to protect their citizens — and the citizens of other towns 
run by shadow riders — and dole out justice that the human legal 
system fails to mete. 

And of course, it wouldn’t be a true Feehan novel without a 
charming love interest for our shadowy hero, and Stefano Ferraro 
meets his match in Francesca Capello, a bright, light woman with  
a dark secret of her own. 

We caught up with Feehan to discuss her latest series, her love 
of fierce heroes and badass heroines and what tricks she has up 
her sleeve to entice readers.

You’re especially known for your books about 
shifters, including your popular Leopard series and 
Dark series. What made you focus on more hu-
man characters this time? I wanted to do a series that was 
a little more contemporary, and I’ve been thinking about them for 
a couple of years and putting together their history and what their 
psychic gifts would be and how the whole family would work. The 
rules that they had and that type of thing. And then when I got it 
together, I was very excited to write the story finally. 

How long were you working on the backstory and 
the buildup before finally sitting down to really 
write? At least two years. I’ve had notes for over two years, and 
part of it was I write so many books that I had to actually find the 
time to write it. But I wanted to really perfect it so that the world 
was already really well rounded before I even sat down with it. 

This is your sixth series. How do you keep track of 
all the worlds and characters and relationships? I 
have a lot of notebooks. I actually have files, so if I’m working in 
the Carpathian world and I have past characters coming into it, I 
have to know what they look like, what their personalities are like, 
that type of thing, and so I pull the file out. But actually, that’s my 
longest-running series, so it’s pretty easy. I know them inside and 
out. It’s newer series that I have to keep going back to my notes for.

It’s easier [working on a long-running series] in that I know 

that world, and I know that world inside and out, but it’s harder 
because you want things to be new and fresh and it’s harder to 
keep coming up with great ideas and new things so that the stories 
unfold and are an adventure the reader wants to go on with you.

How do you keep coming up with ideas to keep 
your series fresh and new? And how do you keep 
it exciting for yourself to keep working on these 
series after so many books? I’m a reader. I love, love,  
love books. I love the written word. I read voraciously. And when I 
write a book, it’s the same to me as reading. I don’t know what’s 
going to happen. I’m not a writer who writes everything out, the 
whole plot of the story and all that. Once the characters are really  
strong in my mind, they take off. I know the world they live in,  
but the characters dictate everything about the story, so to me it’s 
all fresh and new. It’s like this grand adventure I’m going on, 
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just like when I open a book. 
One of my favorite authors is  

Kristen Ashley, and when I open one  
of her books, I’m willing to go wher-
ever she wants to take me. And it’s  
the same when I’m writing. 

Sometimes [this method makes 
writing] easier because I don’t have 
a set place to go, but it can be really 
difficult if the characters kind of paint 
me into a corner, and I’m like, “Holy 
crap, how do I get them out of this?!”

some readers have com-
plained about your rough-
er, more aggressive heroes. 
How do you respond to 
that? First, I never read reviews, 
except Jill Smith (an RT senior re-
viewer), because I believe she’s very honest with her 
reviews. But she’s the exception to my rule. 

Is it really going to change my writing? It can’t. 
I can tell you that I get thousands of letters every 
month — and when I say thousands, I’m not exag-
gerating — and for every one who didn’t like a book, 
there’s probably a hundred or 300 who did. This one 
will say there’s too much sex, and that one will say 
there’s not enough sex. This one will say the hero 
was crazy, and that one will say I love it when there’s 
an aggressive hero. You just can’t please everybody, 
and I learned that really, really early on. 

What is it that makes you write these 
gruff, hard-to-love heroes? Why are 
they so appealing? For one thing, I’m older, 
and I spent a great deal of my profession with men who were very 
… I don’t want to say manly men, but they’re a different kind of 
men. In the Wild West, you’d have your gunslingers come in and 
the town wanted them because they’d clean up the town, but as 
soon as that was done, the town wanted them to go away because 
they weren’t very civilized. Those men still exist; they’re born every 
day. Those are your men who will join Special Forces and go out 
and fight for their country, and they are a very different type of 
man. So when I was writing just for myself, I would talk to these 
guys and I would pose questions to them. “If your woman was in 
danger, what would you do?” And I had friends whose husbands 
were presidents of banks and CEOs, and they would put in a better 
security system or hire a bodyguard. That was their answer. If you 
ask someone who’s in the DEA or someone who’s Special Forces, 
they will say, “I will take that woman and I will put her in a safe 
place and I will go hunting.” And I’m like, wait a minute, what if 
she’s got a really good job and she doesn’t want to go to that safe 
place? “Well, that’s too damn bad.” That’s the way they think, and 
that’s the way they act. So being in that situation and being able 
to ask all these questions of these guys, I got a pretty good idea of 
what men like that were like. 

Also, a lot of women want this really strong heroine. So, alright, 
you have this really strong heroine who’s independent. I happen 
to be a woman like that. I’m extremely strong, I’m a feminist, 

I don’t like someone telling me 
I can’t read a romance. It’s my 
choice. It’s also my choice what I 
want in the bedroom. I don’t think 
that if a woman is submissive in the 
bedroom or if she wants aggressive 
sex that she’s not a feminist. She’s 
saying, “This is what I like and so 
I should be able to have whatever I 
like and not apologize for it.” 

And if you’re a strong woman, 
you’d better have a strong man be-
cause otherwise, A) you walk on him 
and B) you don’t respect him. And 
that’s the truth. And being a manly 
man doesn’t mean you’re someone 
who won’t pick up a baby or a diaper 
bag. It’s somebody who is a strong 
man and wants a strong woman. 

And that strong woman doesn’t necessarily have to 
be somebody who wants to fight with her man all the 
time. That’s a thing that I think started a few years ago 
with things like Gossip Girl, with women starting to be 
very snarky to everybody. But you don’t fight with the 
man you love — how are you going to maintain your 
marriage? There’s such a thing as compromise and a 
way to talk things out. 

so do you like men in real life who are 
like the strong, aggressive heroes you 
create? Oh, hell yeah! 

I do believe romance is a fantasy. Who really 
wants to sleep in the ground and drink blood? Not 
me. But here’s a perfect example of a man who, I 
won’t say he’s not a dominant man, because he is, 

but he’s the guy you would want if there’s an apocalypse, because 
he would save you. But one day, his wife posted about him saying, 
“My hero!” and what was he doing? He was untangling her yarn for 
her. A man can be a hero to a woman in a thousand different ways. 

A woman having a fantasy doesn’t take anything away from her 
husband, because if her husband does the little things for her, 
those are heroic things. 

in August, you have your next Dark book, Dark 
Carousel, releasing. What else do you have in 
store for readers in the coming months?

Right now I’m working on a Leopard book, and I’m absolutely 
totally in love with this couple. I think the heroine is one of the 
best heroines I’ve ever had. 

I have another series that I’m going to start soon, too. It’s actu-
ally a spinoff of the Sea Haven/Sisters of the Heart series. I have 
one more Sisters of the Heart book to write, and that book will 
also be the first book in the new spinoff, which will also take place 
in Sea Haven. That one will be a little more contemporary, too. Of 
course they’ll still have their psychic abilities, but I’ve been dab-
bling in the contemporary world, and [the Shadow series] has just 
pushed me over the edge into it. G

For more on Christine Feehan’s Shadow, as well as her other 
series, visit ChristineFeehan.com.
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