
NNothiNg caN make you feel — love, 
sadness, joy, anything — faster than 
hearing the first bars of your favorite 
song, whether it’s a hard rock number, 
a sweet country ballad, an arresting aria 
or the perfect three-minute pop song. In 
fact, in 2001, archaeologists discovered 
what they believe is the oldest docu-
mented song in a 4,300-year-old tomb 
in Egypt. So it makes sense that authors, 
when looking for inspiration and sto-
rylines, would turn to — you guessed 
it — music. 

Music has filled every genre, whether 
an author incorporates songs to con-
nect you with the characters’ emotions, 
stages a mystery around a mix tape, sets 
the story smack dab in the middle of the 
music industry or gives you a sultry hero 
or sexy heroine who will serenade you as 
you read … well, at least in your mind. 

We’ve rounded up our favorite 
musical novels here for you and paired 
them with songs that will help get you  
in the mood for love — the love of 

your perfect match or the 
love of a perfect book. 
Either way, we’re sure you’ll 
be singing the praises of 
these lyrical works of litera-
ture in no time!

The NeoN  
Dreams Trilogy  
by Caisey Quinn  
(William Morrow, ’15)
Why you should read it: 
Quinn’s series focuses on 
an alt-country/rockabilly band, Leaving 
Amarillo (also the title of the first novel), 
trying to make it big. Dixie, Dallas and 
Gavin are impossibly sexy musicians 
with more than a few complicated love 
stories between them, but they always 
manage to make their music their 
central love affair — just like any good 
musicians would. 
What you should listen to: “Burning 
House,” by Cam – Quinn says it’s “one 
of the most heartbreaking love songs I’ve 

ever heard. It is such a beautiful 
example of the dynamic between 
Gavin and Dixie. I must’ve played 
it a thousand times while writing 
Missing Dixie.”

The Big rewiND  
by libby Cudmore  
(William Morrow, ’16)
Why you should read it: 
Cudmore’s debut novel is a sweet 
love story wrapped in a murder 

mystery with a mix tape 
at the center of it all. Each 
chapter is titled after a song, 
with the author referencing 
everyone from Steely Dan to 
Madonna to Tom Waits. Jett 
is the kind of heroine you’ll 
find yourself rooting for, 
and her partner in love and 
crime solving will make you 
want to dig out your old mix 
tapes for a listen.
What you should listen 

to: “Searching for a Heart” by Warren 
Zevon – The song is quoted right there 
on the first page of Cudmore’s novel, 
and the lyrics match perfectly as the 
story unfolds.

roCk ~N~ soul  
by lauren sattersby  
(Riptide, ’16)
Why you should read it: A paranormal 
love story about a bellhop who falls for 
the dead rock god haunting a room at 
the hotel where he works, Rock ~N~ 
Soul gives you a little bit of everything: a 
funny ghost story, a touching male/male 
romance and a perfect excuse to listen 
to your favorite rock ‘n’ roll songs while 
you read. Not to mention, it’s super 
sexy. What’s not to love?
What you should listen to: “Im-
mortal” by Eve to Adam – “This band 
is how I imagine the one in Rock ~N~ 
Soul sounds,” Sattersby says. “This 
song is about how music creates a 
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legacy that outlasts us, and 
that seems very fitting for a 
character like Chris, who’s 
actually dead but still wants 
to know he made an impact 
on the world.”

Before we  
were sTraNgers  
by renée Carlino 
(Atria, ’15)
Why you should read it: 
Music major Grace and pho-
tographer Matt meet their senior year 
of college and fall in love, but as we all 
know, first loves rarely last. Still, when 
they meet up again 15 years later, all the 
old feelings — the good, the bad, the 
ugly — come rushing back. Carlino’s 
novel tracks the music lovers’ time 
together, apart and … Well, you’ll have  
to read to find out. This is perfect for a 
day in the park with your headphones 
on, but don’t make other plans — 
you’ll want to finish it in one sitting.
What you should listen to: “Grace” 
by Jeff Buckley – Grace and Matt first 
connect over a copy of Buckley’s al-
bum, Grace, and his heartrending song 
of the same name is the perfect track 
to play when you want to remember 
how much love can hurt, and why you 
still risk it every time.

eleaNor & park  
by rainbow rowell 
(St. Martin’s Griffin, ’13)
Why you should read it: If there’s 
one thing we love, it’s a perfect tale of 
first love, with all its messy bumps and 
bruises — and all its utterly captivat-
ing beauty — and Eleanor and Parker 
experience all of that together, at 16. 
Whether you’re a teenager in the midst 
of your first love or someone who 
wants to recapture all those feelings 
from years past, you will find yourself 
swooning, sobbing and smiling while 
you read this stunning story.
What you should listen to: “Love Will 
Tear Us Apart” by Joy Division – The 
novel’s protagonists bond over — what 
else — mix tapes, especially of Joy 
Division songs. This song becomes one 
of their favorites, and you won’t be able 
to help yourself from remembering 
your first love as you listen.

roCk kiss series  
by Nalini singh  
(Nalini Singh, ’14 & ’15)
Why you should read it: Singh’s 
rock-world romances are as erotically 
charged as you can imagine! When her 
sultry, sexy rock stars (and a rock-star 
athlete) sweep their sweet heroines 
off their feet, you’ll feel yourself falling 

simultaneously in 
lust and love. Once 
you’ve read one 
of Singh’s steamy 
stories, you won’t be 
able to stop yourself 
from devouring the 
rest of them — no 
matter if you prefer 
Bach and Brahms  
or a little Bon Jovi.
What you should 
listen to: “De-

mons” by Imagine Dragons – “[This 
song] kept me company while I wrote 
Rock Redemption,” Singh tells us. “It 
was a perfect fit because Noah is a hero 
tortured by his demons.” G

For more literary love songs, visit 
RTBookReviews.com for a specially 
curated playlist.
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“my antonia” by emmylou harris
inspired by willa Cather’s book of the same name, harris’ song 
focuses on Cather’s character Jim, a lovelorn romantic who 
can’t help but recall Ántonia, a young immigrant girl he knew 
and cared for once.

“wuthering heights” by kate Bush
Named for Emily brontë’s classic romance, bush’s 
song captures all the passion — good and bad — 
shared by Catherine and heathcliff.

“hallelujah” by leonard Cohen
inspired by the biblical stories of david and bath-
sheba and sampson and delilah, Cohen penned 
what is probably one of the most famous — and 

most impossibly heartbreaking — love songs of the 20th century.

“sylvia plath” by ryan adams
like plath, Adams is known for his beautiful, wrenching poetry 
(though his is, of course, set to music), and he captures the poet 
and author’s beauty and tragedy perfectly in this ode.

“off to the races” by lana Del rey
Lolita is one of the most well-known works of literature, and del 
Rey quotes humbert humbert in her lyrics, using his attempts at 
seduction to seduce listeners. 
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