
relationship in all its complex 
physical and emotion detail. 
While the mystery plot some-
times feels more in competition 
than in harmony with the BDSM 
lifestyle the characters explore, 
the result is a story that is taut, 
complex and driven, leading to 
a resolution that is satisfying on 
a number of levels.

SUMMARY: Atlanta deputy Alexis 
Rogers and Navy SEAL Frank 

Murphy are at the top of their 
game professionally, and when 
they meet in the shadows of a 
BDSM club, they find a rush of 
excitement and pleasure together 
that keeps them eagerly returning 
for more. But when one of Alexis’ 
colleagues is murdered, she and 
Frank realize that they are being 
tracked by a killer who uses desire 
to hunt his prey. (BERKELY SENSATION, 
Aug., 336 pp., $7.99)

Bridget Keown

WHILE SHE’S WRITTEN in nearly 
every genre, Elizabeth Lowell 
is best known as the queen 
of romantic suspense — and 
rightly so. In her latest re-
lease, Perfect Touch (Wil-
liam Morrow), out this month, 
she once again proves how 
deserving she is of the title. 
What is it about 
suspense stories that 
keeps drawing you 
back in? I love the chal-
lenge of writing romantic 
suspense. Making the rela-
tionship drive the suspense 
and the suspense drive the 
relationship keeps my interest 
at a keen pitch throughout the 
book. The fact that readers 
also love romantic suspense is 
wonderful. When I wrote Tell 
Me No Lies (Mira, ‘86), there 
was almost no romantic sus-
pense being published. It was 
considered a dead genre. 
Yet the readers were still out 
there, waiting for something 
to fill the gap in their library. 
Thank you, readers!
In Perfect Touch, a pair 
of amateur sleuths try 
to outsmart a killer. Is it 
harder to have your he-
roes and heroines be or-
dinary people? Although 
my male and female leads 

are “civilians,” they have the 
necessary skills to solve the 
mystery that is given to them, 
and to stay alive while others 
want them dead. To make it 
even more personal, I try to 
keep involvement of police, 
sheriffs, etc., to a minimum. 
Much of the suspense comes 
because the lead characters 
are amateurs trying to survive 
in a very dangerous world.
After all the suspense 
stories you’ve writ-
ten, how do you think 
you’d fare in one of 
your novels? Would 
you be the hero or the 
villain? I’d be the heroine. 
As for the villain … I created 
him, I can take him out.
You’ve mentioned be-
fore that the research 
for your suspense novels 
can take months. Is 
that process something 
that you go into with a 
bit of dread, or is the 
research something 
that you enjoy? Actually, 
I enjoy research. It gives me 
so many ideas for characters, 
backdrop and plot points. A 
girl raised in the city will react 
to many things differently than 
a girl raised in the country. 
It’s the same for a man. I use 

those differences 
in building the 
characters, and 
the characters 
build the plot. 
Perfect Touch is 
a great example. 
The fact that I 
love the American 
West is a huge bonus. I can 
find a real place, then build 
an imaginary town/ranch/
valley/home/whatever within 
the real place. That way I 
have the textures of reality 
and the freedom of fiction. 
The best of both worlds.
When you write a 
romantic suspense 
story, what comes to 
you first: the romance or 
the mystery? Does one 
part of the story come 
more easily to you than 
the other? The backdrop 
always comes first because 
it gives me clues to the kind 
of people my lead characters 
will be, which suggests how 
the mystery might develop. 
Then I work on my male and 
female lead, giving them a 
backstory that goes right up to 
the moment the book begins. 
While I’m doing that, I’m also 
thinking about what kind of 
mystery would suit the reality 

of both the characters and the 
place I’ve chosen as back-
drop, while not forgetting the 
importance of the romance. 
It’s not a linear process. I 
can’t force the characters into 
a ready-made mystery/ro-
mance against a ready-made 
backdrop. It just doesn’t work 
that way for me. Characters, 
plot points, relationship 
growth and backdrop all 
have to resonate, so that an 
incident in the plot grows out 
of the landscape, which then 
impacts the characters, which 
affects the romance. Truth? I 
can’t explain it. I just do it.
What are you working 
on next? My WIP features 
Piper, who is Sara’s partner 
in Perfect Touch. Piper is pas-
sionate about Persian rugs. 
Sometimes, however, a rug is 
much more than a rug … 

— Jennifer Peters
For more about Elizabeth 
Lowell, visit Elizabeth 
Lowell.com

A Perfect MysteryQGenreSpotlight

SCORCHER — Borders on erotic. Very graphic sex.   HOT — Most romance novels fall into this category. Ranges from conventional lovemaking to explicit sex.
MILD — May or may not include lovemaking. No explicit sex.   HHHH½ GOLD PHENOMENAL — In a Class by Itself.

HHHH½ FANTASTIC — Keeper.   HHHH COMPELLING — Page-Turner.   HHH ENJOYABLE — Pleasant Read.
HH PROBLEMATIC — May Struggle to Finish.   H SEVERELY FLAWED — Pass on This One.
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