
friendship with Lireinne helps her start 
to turn things around. A runaway white 
alligator and an unplanned trip to Paris 
will put everyone on the path to where 
they’re meant to be. (KENSINGTON, Jun., 304 
pp., $15.00)

Sarah McDaniel Dyer

HOTEL MOSCOW
Talia Carner
HHH

Carner’s take on Russian culture in the 
early ‘90s is an emotional one that 
will arouse readers’ empathy. The gap 
between the successful American women 
and the Russian women they are trying 
to help is evocative of current economic 
issues, and the writing is lovely. The 
book as a whole, however, is a tough 
read, with unmitigated bleakness and a 
disconnect between characters we are 
supposed to feel for. A subplot involv-
ing a “secret from the past” may make 
Brooke a difficult heroine for readers to 
identify with.

Summary: Brooke Fielding takes advan-
tage of her involuntary paid leave to 
join a group traveling to Russia to help 
women learn about entrepreneurship, 
just after the fall of Communism. What 

should be a trip to help further her own 
career turns into much more than Brooke 
bargained for, as she discovers a level 
of political corruption that endangers the 
women she’s met, and possibly her own 
life. (WILLIAM MORROW, Jun., 464 pp., $14.99)

Cyndy Aleo

THOSE SECRETS WE KEEP
Emily Liebert
HHH
 
Although there are some dramatic mo-
ments, Liebert’s latest suffers from a 
shortage of action. The secrets aren’t very 
earth-shattering, and the one that has the 
most potential is barely explored while 
“will she/won’t she cheat” takes center 
stage for a tediously long time. A great 
setting for an escapist beach read saves 
this otherwise lackluster novel.

Summary: Trying to decide whether or 
not to stay in her marriage, Sloane 
accepts her aunt’s offer to spend three 
weeks at her lake house. Sloane invites 
her friend Hillary, worn down from 
months of trying to conceive, and 
Sloane’s longtime, albeit flaky and 
unreliable, best friend Georgina invites 
herself. The three women take time to ex-
plore roads not taken, things they have 

run away from and hidden, even from 
themselves. (NAL, Jun., 336 pp., $15.00)

Melissa Parcel

THE RUMOR
Elin Hilderbrand
HHH
 
The newest in Hilderbrand’s Nantucket 
series is a pleasant, if uninspired, install-
ment. Infidelity storylines are unpalatable 
to many readers, and the author dwells on 
this theme quite often. The setting, familiar 
from previous novels, feels like coming 
home. Interesting characters (for the most 
part) and a quick pace makes for a fast 
summer read.

Summary: Writer Madeline King is strug-
gling with writer’s block. When her best 
friend, Grace Pancik, begins spending 
a great deal of time with her landscape 
architect, Madeline can’t resist putting the 
details down on paper. With financial wor-
ries on the forefront for both families and 
drama with their teenage children, rumors 
about all involved begin to fly. What is 
true, what is not and what is too shocking 
to believe will all occur during this tumultu-
ous time in Nantucket. (LITTLE, BROWN, Jun.,  
384 pp., $28.00)

Melissa Parcel

Mary Monroe’s latest, Bad 
Blood (Dafina, Jun.), ex-
plores mental illness, karmic 
retribution and what it takes 
to become a bestseller. 

One of the themes of the 
book is karma. Do you 
believe that people get 
what they deserve? I most 
definitely believe in karma. I’ve 
had a lot of experience with 
it myself — good and bad. I 
believe that people eventually 
get what they deserve. But 
the good news is that when 
karma visits some people, they 
learn lessons that will encour-

age them to do better and not 
repeat their bad choices.

Mental illness is also a 
big part of this story. 
What made you choose 
to tackle this topic? A 
few years ago, I developed a 
relationship with a distant aunt 
who has two adult grand-
children with some serious 
mental problems. Their own 
parents were afraid of them, 
so my aunt took them in. I 
never knew what to expect 
when I visited her. Most of the 
“episodes” I witnessed were 
harmless, but there were a 

few scary incidents that 
caused some people 
to sever ties with my 
aunt. It was such an 
overwhelming and sad 
situation, I was inspired 
to write a book about it.

You were the first in 
your family to finish 
high school and you’ve 
gone on to become a 
bestselling author. What 
drove you? I was born with 
a very active imagination. Even 
before I started elementary 
school, I knew I wanted to 
entertain and enlighten people 

with the stories I made up. Very 
few people supported me, and 
some even told me I was crazy 
for even thinking I could write 
for a living. That made me 
work even harder. I was deter-
mined to succeed. My persever-
ance eventually paid off.

— Jennifer Peters
For more, visit  
MaryMonroe.org
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HHHHH GOLD PHENOMENAL — In a Class by Itself.   HHHHH FANTASTIC — Keeper.   HHHH COMPELLING — Page-Turner.
HHH ENJOYABLE — Pleasant Read.   HH PROBLEMATIC — May Struggle to Finish.   H SEVERELY FLAWED — Pass on This One.
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