
AAfter wrApping up the final chapter of her 
overwhelmingly popular Sookie Stackhouse/
Southern Vampire Mystery series in 2013, 
Charlaine Harris wasted no time before diving 
into a new project. Midnight, Texas, her new 
urban fantasy series, debuted last year with 
Midnight Crossroad (Ace, 2014); the second 
book, Day Shift (Ace, May), hit shelves last 
month. The series focuses on the residents 
of a sleepy dead-end town, many pulled from 
her more than two dozen previous novels, 
and features the kind of mysteries that will 
keep you up all night. We talked to her about 
what it was like to wrap up Sookie’s story 
after more than a decade in Bon Temps, what 
brought her to Midnight and how a 
talking cat has taken over her world.

Was it difficult to move on 
after finishing a series that 
you’d spent so long writing, 
or did the fact that you’d 
been writing the Sookie 
Stackhouse series for so 
long make it easier to jump 
into something new? It was 
not difficult at all. I longed to be 
moving through new territory and 
accepting a new challenges. Now, 
technically, the first Midnight book 
was very hard to write since I changed voices (for the first time) 
and those voices included male voices (also for the first time).

After the success of the last series and its television 
adaptation, True Blood, plus all of the fan expec-
tations that came along with that, was it difficult 
to launch a new series? Did you worry at all that 
fans would expect something different than what 
you wanted to write? Sookie was a hard act to follow, and I 
had a terrible feeling that no matter what I wrote, it wouldn’t meet 
reader expectations. But I had to write something different; it was 
like wanting to eat some ham after eating pineapple for years. And 
I had to write what I wanted to write, because otherwise, why was I 
writing at all? You have to sing the song you want to sing and paint 
the picture you want to paint, too. 

While the characters in Midnight, Texas, have 
supernatural powers, the supernatural doesn’t 
really take center stage. Did you always plan on 
having the paranormal be more of a background, 
or did that decision come later, as you got into the 

writing? I always planned on the paranor-
mal being in the background. The story is the 
town and its inhabitants, not the supernatu-
ral, though of course it has its place. It’s a 
different focus, and one I enjoyed. 

In Midnight, just like in Bon Temps, 
you’ve created this great mix of 
normal and paranormal. When 
you started writing more fantasy-
laden books, did you ever consid-
er going full-on fantasy, or is the 
incorporation of the paranormal 
into everyday life more of a draw 
for you? The only full-on fantasy I’ve ever 

written was for the anthology Must 
Love Hellhounds (Berkley, ‘09). I 
loved writing it, because it wasn’t 
anchored on any reality I’d ever 
known. I’d enjoy writing about 
those characters again. As for mix-
ing things up, I think the “normal” 
people in a supernatural world 
have to have some characteristic 
that makes them stand out, some-
thing that makes them suitable to 
live in a community of odd ducks.

Of all the characters, I feel 
like readers will relate 

best to Manfred, the new guy who’s still learning 
all about his supernatural neighbors, but it seems 
like Bobo is the real “everyman” of the series. 
We learned quite a bit about him in Midnight 
Crossroad, but his obvious ordinariness makes me 
wonder: Is he really as ordinary as he seems, or 
is there more under the surface? You’ll have to find out. 
I don’t think many humans could stand living amongst so many 
supernaturals, though. Maybe that is his special gift ...

Midnight, Texas, is a crossroads of sorts — not just 
of the natural and supernatural worlds, but for all 
of your other series. What inspired you to intro-
duce all of your characters to each other there? 
Did you know when you first imagined the series 
that it would bring all your other series together 
in a way? No, it all just kind of happened. First I thought how 
naturally Manfred Bernardo (from the Harper Connelly series) 
would fit into Midnight. Then I realized I was wondering what had 
happened to Bobo Winthrop, one of my favorite characters from 
the Lily Bard books. What was he doing these days? It turned out 
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he was free to come live in Midnight, 
too. The nearby town of Davy needed 
a sheriff, and it just so happened I 
knew a law enforcement officer who 
was looking for a job. And in Day Shift, 
one of the characters from the Sookie 
universe will show up in Midnight.

Midnight is one of the most 
unique settings, in part be-
cause it feels so ordinary — it 
could be any dead-end town 
in rural America. how did you go about creating 
a world that is at once completely unexceptional 
yet one-of-a-kind? Was it difficult trying to draw 
the line between what would work in a place like 
Midnight and what was too over-the-top? Yes, walk-
ing fine lines is something I’m getting used to. The town had to 
work as a town. The people had to have jobs and shelter, and the 
stoplight is almost literally responsible for keeping Midnight alive. 
I grew up in a town like that, and I spent my summers in a Texas 
town like that – tiny, and full of one-of-a-kind characters. I just 
amped them up a little!

One of the first secrets you revealed in Midnight 
Crossroad was that Mr. Snuggly — Fiji’s feline 
companion — can talk. I’m curious, though: how 
did he manage to keep quiet for so long in front of 
the rest of the Midnight residents?! I can’t imagine 
a real cat keeping his feelings to himself the way 
Mr. Snuggly did. And, I have to ask: how does Mr. 
Snuggly feel about his name? I was very unsure about 
Mr. Snuggly’s ability until the perfect moment came, and I thought, 
“He’s just got to.” I was also very unsure how my editor would 
feel about the cat and his ability. But I’ve always envied Tanya Huff 
her wonderful talking cat in the Summoning books, and I always 
thought, “Boy, if I ever get the chance ... ” And there it came. Mil-
dred Loeffler, Fiji’s great-aunt, named Mr. Snuggly so no one would 
suspect he was anything but an ordinary cat, and he doesn’t mind 
pretending; he can learn such interesting things if people don’t 
know his abilities. As for his name? He thinks it’s honorable!

We can assume that weres exist in this world, 
as it’s of the same basic universe as the Sookie 
Stackhouse novels, and we now know Mr. Snug-
gly can talk, so ... are there any secrets that rasta, 
Joe and chuy’s dog, is hiding? Ha! Nope, Rasta is just a 
Pekinese. He may imagine he’s a giant dog, but he’s not.

The end of Midnight Crossroad was quite a sur-
prise — I really didn’t see it coming. And while 
Day Shift didn’t have the same shocker ending, 
there was plenty of shock along the way; it felt 
like a never-ending surprise, with all the tidbits 
we learned about some of Midnight’s most secre-
tive characters. As a writer, do you have a prefer-
ence between the big reveal at the end and the 
constant mini-reveals throughout? Actually, the end of 
Midnight Crossroad was quite a surprise to me, too, and I thought 

of several different ways to conclude 
it. But finally, I thought, “What future 
is there for this character?” And the 
answer was, “None.” And that simpli-
fied what I was working toward quite a 
bit. I wanted the ending of Day Shift to 
be quite different, and it was impossible 
to keep all the surprises for the end. Who 
knows about the third book? 

In Day Shift, we learn a lot 
more about the inhabitants 

of Midnight, though there are still plenty of un-
knowns. how do you decide which secrets to 
parcel out when? Is it hard for you to keep your 
characters’ secrets? have you spilled the beans to 
anyone, or are their secrets safe? I’m pretty secretive 
about whatever I’m working on. I find the more you talk about 
what you’re working on, the less you’re writing. It’s been an in-
teresting process, doling out the bits and pieces, and I assure you 
they will keep on coming throughout the third book, too. That’s 
what I’m working on now.

Originally, Midnight, Texas was supposed to be 
a trilogy. now that you’re this far along, though, 
do you think you’ll keep the series to only three 
books, or can readers look forward to spending 
more time in Midnight with you? That’s something I’ve 
been thinking about very seriously. I know I want a break after the 
third book, during which I’ll write something else. Maybe I’ll write a 
fourth, because I’m going to leave at least one question unanswered. 

If you were going to live in any one of the worlds 
you’ve created in your many series, which one 
would you most want to be part of? Hmm ... Well, I 
really enjoyed Harper Connelly’s unusual talent, and I’d like to be 
present when she does her thing. And I love all the possibilities in 
Sookie’s world, though some of them are so terrifying and painful. 
Kind of a toss-up on that one. Right now, I think the slower pace of 
Midnight is just fine for me.

Which of your many characters over the years has 
been most like you? Which one would you want 
to be friends with? Aurora Teagarden was definitely most 
like me. And I’d like to be friends with all my protagonists, even 
the very prickly Lily Bard, who probably wouldn’t like me at all. I 
feel a lot of sympathy for Harper and her terrible upbringing. And  
I think I’d like Fiji, and I’d like to get a reading from Manfred.

What else are you working on at the moment? 
Christopher Golden and I just finished the third volume of Cem-
etery Girl, our graphic novel. The second volume will be out in 
October. It’s beautiful. Chris and I are going to write a short story 
together, and I’m going to write two chapters in a serial novel. 
Then I’m taking a deep breath and planning my next writing year. 
Wish me luck! G

For more on Charlaine Harris and the Midnight, Texas series, 
visit CharlaineHarris.com.

June 2015  WWW.rTBOOKreVIeWS.cOM  19


